
òA Day on the Bayó serves as the theme for our upcoming Annual Meeting as all our 

activities on October 25, 2008 will be on the Chesapeake Bay or its shores.  The dayõs 

events in Shady Side, Maryland will be certain to please and will include meeting and 

luncheon overlooking the glorious Bay, a guided tour of a restored 1860  watermanõs 

home, and a boat ride along the beautiful West and Rhode Rivers aboard the comfort-

able tour boat, the Richard Lee.  Shady Side, Maryland, is a scenic village of 1,800 

homes on a peninsula just south of Annapolis, with the Chesapeake Bay on one side 

and the West River on the other. 

 

Our day in Shady Side will begin at the community house of Cedarhurst on the Bay.  

Located directly on the Bayõs shore with large windows overlooking activities on the 

water, the community house was rebuilt after Hurricane Isabelle in 2003 and is a 

lovely reproduction of a 1930õs building.  Just 35-feet from the Bay, the community 

house will serve as an outstanding site for us to enjoy our coffee hour, Annual Meeting 

and delicious luncheon of Maryland-fare including fried oysters, ham, corn pudding, green beans, candied sweet potatoes, as-

sorted cheesecakes, coffee and iced tea. 

 

Following the luncheon, we will drive approximately three miles to the historic Captain Salem Avery House, owned and oper-

ated by the Shady Side Rural Heritage Society, Inc.  The House, listed on National Register of Historic Places, served as the 

Avery Family Home from 1860-1921. 

 

As a bit of background, in the mid-19 th century, Captain Salem Avery came to Shady Side from 

New York to earn his fortune as a waterman.  He built the home in 1860, married, and with his 

wife raised seven children.  A buy boat captain at the height of Chesapeake oystering, Salem 

Avery bought oysters from local òtongersó and took the catch to market in Baltimore.  Captain 

Salem Avery died in 1887 and his son, Andrew, and his 

wife, Augusta, lived in the home until 1921. 

 

In 1920 a group of Masons, mostly Jewish, from Wash-

ington, D.C. joined together to establish a òfishing clubó 

called the National Masonic Fishing and Country Club.   

In an era when American Jews were denied access to 

many beach communities, club members sought a 

place of their own on the water and in 1923 purchased 

the Avery house.  Elected leaders were the sons of 

Samuel Gompers, founder of the American Federation 

of Labor.  For the next 65 years a shifting group of ex-

tended families spent their summer weekends here by 

the Bay. 

 

The Shady Side Rural Heritage Society, Inc., founded in 1984, made this house its home in 

1989.  The Heritage Society is utilizing this building as a cultural and educational center, as 

the story of Captain Salem Averyõs house mirrors the history of Shady Side and the Chesa-

peake region.  Docents will provide us with guided tours of the house museum featuring period 

furniture.  Additionally, there is an interactive waterfront oyster garden, an exhibit entitled 

òthatõs my livingðfollowing the water,ó and a self-guided outdoor display. 
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Following our visit to the Cap-

tain Salem Avery House, 

members will drive about two 

miles to board the classic 

Chesapeake Bay built boat, 

Richard Lee, a 65-foot United 

States Coast Guard certified 

tour boat, one of the last 

large, wooden passenger 

boats built for use on the 

Bay.  We will enjoy a two-hour 

boat tour (time includes 

boarding and debarking) see-

ing beautiful scenery and 

historic small towns located 

along the West and Rhode 

Rivers in South Anne Arundel 

County, Maryland.  Our sites 

include historic Galesville, 

various creeks and coves, 

the lovely Maryland mansion 

òTulip Hill,ó Steamboat Land-

ing , and Hartgeõs historic 

boatyard.  The boat is com-

prised of a lower and upper 

deck, has two bathrooms and 

can accommodate children 

and the disabled.  It has a 

larger enclosed room on the 

lower deck, suitable for 

about 30 people.  The open 

(Continued from page 1) upper deck is fixed with com-

fortable benches.  Sodas and 

snacks are included. 

 

For members planning on 

spending the night in the 

area Friday and/or Saturday, 

special arrangements have 

been made at the Herrington 

Harbour Inn, 7161 Lake 

Shore Drive, Rose Haven, MD  

20714.  Ten ground-floor, 

waterfront rooms have been 

reserved for SMDD members 

at a price of $149 per night, 

plus tax, which includes a 

homemade complimentary 

continental breakfast (suites 

are also available at a higher 

price).  The resort privileges 

include poolside dining, ten-

nis courts, shuffleboard, fit-

ness center, sauna and 

more.  To make your reserva-

tion, you must call the 

Herrington Harbour Inn  

directly at 800-213-9438 or 

410-741-5100 

(herringtoninn@chesapeake.

net) before September 24, 

2008. 

 

Another choice of nearby 

overnight accommodations is 

the Chesapeake Beach Re-

sort and Spa located in revi-

talized Chesapeake Beach, 

Maryland.  The newly-

constructed hotel and com-

plete spa sits alongside the 

Chesapeake Bay and has 

both Bay waterfront and wa-

ter view rooms with balconies 

and several restaurants.  A 

block of rooms will be avail-

able for SMDD members un-

til September 24.  Prices be-

gin at $150 per night, plus 

tax, including breakfast.  The 

Resort is located at 4165 

Mears Avenue, Chesapeake 

Beach, MD  20732 and can 

be contacted by calling  

866-312-5596 

(chesapeakebeachresortspa.

com). 

 

A third choice is the Comfort 

Inn and Conference Center at 

4500 Crain Highway, Bowie, 

MD  20716.  The hotel is 

near Annapolis, FedEx Field 

(home to the Washington 

Redskins), and the NASA 

Goddard Space Flight Center.  

Room rates begin at 

$125.10 plus tax. You may 

contact the hotel at 301-464-

0089 (comfortinn.com).   

 

Whether you are from the 

area or staying overnight lo-

cally, on Friday, October 24, 

at 7:00 p.m. all are invited to 

a òDuvall groupó dinner at 

Mangos Restaurant at 

Herrington Harbour.  This 

Dutch-treat dinner will give 

us added opportunity to meet 

and visit with one another.  

We hope you will plan to join 

us for this fun-filled meeting 

on October 25.  To RSVP, 

please complete and return 

the registration form on page 

7 of this newsletter. 

New/Reinstated 

Members 

 
We welcome the following new 

members into the  

Society: 

 

Mr. Stanley L. Caton 

Raleigh, NCééééééé..#A-47 

 

Ms. Deborah K. Hanratty 

Surf City, NCéééééé.é.#360 

 

Mrs. C. Winifred Nelson 

Lake Oswego, ORééé...#1030 

 

Mr. Aaron B.T. Adams 

Greenville, INééééé.é#1031 

 

Miss Avery Belle Anderson 

Troy, MIééééééé.é#1032-L 

 

Mr. Warren A. Smith 

Edenton, NCéééééé..#1033 

 

Mr. Henry J. Beck 

Danville, VAéééééé.é#1034 
 

Mr. James E. Duvall 

Glen Burnie, MDééé..#1035-L  

In Memorium 
 

The Society mourns the loss of 

the following members.  We 

extend our sympathy to their 

families. 

 

Ms. LaNorma J. Burris..#1013 

 

Mr. William C. Duval IIIé#436-L 
 

Dr. Henry Wirt Duvall Hölljes 

(Grandson of Dr. Wirt Adams  

Duvall, Founder of the SMDD) 

#880-L 

 

Mrs. Carol R. Mitchellé..#727-L 

 

Mrs. Elizabeth M. Rowe  

(former SMDD Secretary) 

#405-L 

 

Mr. Charles E. Smithééé#283 

2008 ANNUAL MEETING PROGRAM 

 
9:00 A.M. 

Registration & Coffee Hour, Community House 

Cedarhurst on the Bay  

 

10:00 A.M. 

Call to Order, 82nd Annual Meeting,  

Society of Mareen Duvall Descendants 

 

12:00 Noon 

Catered luncheon 

 

1:30 P.M. 

Guided tours of The  

Captain Salem Avery House 

 

2:30 P.M. 

Board for boat ride on the Richard Lee 

mailto:herringtoninn@chesapeake.net
mailto:herringtoninn@chesapeake.net
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Society Contacts 

 

Barrett L. McKown (President and Registrar):  3580 South River Terrace, Edgewater, MD  21037ééé..bmckownxyz@aacpl.net 

 

Priscilla W. Duvall (Membership Secretary):  3642 Cemetery Lane, Westminster, MD  21158-2003éé..éépriswdu35@aol.com 

 

Brenda B. Duvall (Newsletter Editor):  12504 Croom Road, Upper Marlboro, MD  20772-8008ééééé..éébduvall50@aol.com 

 

Jed Duvall (Newsletter Design and Graphics)éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé...jed@jedcographics.com 

ANNUAL MEETING DIRECTIONS TO CEDARHURST ON THE BAY  

(5100 Chesapeake Avenue, Shady Side, MD  20764) 
 

From Washington Beltway 495: Take Exit 15 (214 East/Central Ave.) Continue on Central Avenue to the light at Routes 2 

and 214. Continue through the light and turn right onto Muddy Creek Road (MD 468). Muddy Creek Road becomes Shady 

Side Road (total of 10.3 miles). Turn Right onto Cedarhurst Road. Go several blocks and turn left onto Spring Avenue.  

Take immediate right onto Bay View and follow it to the end.  Turn left on Chesapeake Avenue and drive several blocks to 

the marina and the Community House on piers on your right.  

From Baltimore, MD:  Take Rt. 695 or 895 to Rt. 97 South.  Take Rt. 97 South approximately 18 miles (Rt. 97 will merge 

with Rt. 665 /Aris T. Allen Blvd.) to Rt. 2 South /Solomons Island Road towards Prince Frederick.  Turn Left on Rt. 214 

East.  Turn right onto Muddy Creek Road (MD 468) and follow directions above. 

From Annapolis MD: Take Route 2 South - Solomons Island Road towards Prince Frederick and follow directions above.  

 

DIRECTIONS TO HERRINGTON HARBOUR INN (Rt. 261, 7161 Lake Shore Drive, Rose Haven, MD  20714) 
 

From Washington Beltway 495:  Take Rt. 495 South to Rt. 4 South.  Take Rt. 4 South approximately 15 miles, turn right onto 

Rt. 258 (Bristol/Deale).  Follow Rt. 258 approximately 5 miles to first stop light.  At the stop light make a right onto Rt. 2 

South.  Go approximately 4 miles and turn left onto Rt. 261.  Follow Rt. 261 approx. 4 miles to the Inn. 

From Baltimore:  Take Rt. 695 or 895 to Rt. 97 South.  Take Rt. 97 South approximately 18 miles (Rt. 97 will merge with Rt. 

665 /Aris T. Allen Blvd.) to Rt. 2 South. Take Rt. 2 South approx. 20 miles and turn left on Rt. 261.  Follow Rt. 261 approxi-

mately 4 miles to the Inn. 

From Annapolis:  Take Rt. 2 South and follow directions above. 

 

DIRECTIONS FROM HERRINGTON HARBOUR INN TO CEDARHURST ON THE BAY 

 
Go west on Lake Shore Drive/MD 261 toward Alabama Avenue.  Follow MD 261 (3.9 miles).  Turn right onto Rt. 2/

Solomons Island Road (3.5 miles).  Turn right onto Bay Front Road E/MD 258 (2.9 miles).  Turn left onto Deale Churchton 

Road/MD 256 (1.8 miles).  Turn right onto Shady Side Road (1.9 miles).  Turn right onto Cedarhurst Road.  Go several 

blocks and turn left onto Spring Avenue.  Take immediate right onto Bay View and follow it to the end.  Turn left on Chesa-

peake Avenue and drive several blocks to the marina and the Community House on the piers on your right.  

FAMILY HERITAGE BOOKS FOR SALE 
 

President Emeritus Orlando Ridout tells us he still has several copies of our 

outstanding Duvall family resource book, Mareen Duvall of Middle Planta-

tion by Harry Wright Newman.  The hard-bound book, first published in 

1952 and with more than 550 pages, provides a detailed genealogical his-

tory of Mareen the Emigrant, his twelve children, and many of their descen-

dants through 1952.  The book costs $50.00, which includes shipping.  If 

you want to purchase a book, send a check payable to the Society of 

Mareen Duvall Descendants, to Orlando Ridout at 1021 Whitehall Cove, 

Annapolis, MD 21409-6124. 
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One of our greatest achievements oc-

curred in 1987 when the Society of 

Mareen Duvall Descendants dedicated 

itself to the careful restoration of the 

interior of the law office of our illustri-

ous ancestor United States Supreme 

Court Justice Gabriel Duvall.  To fully 

understand the importance of the law 

office, however, it is imperative to un-

derstand Gabriel Duvall, the man.  

 

By heritage Gabriel Duvall was the 

grandson of Mareen the Emigrant.  

According to a speech delivered in 

1980 by John M. Walton, Jr., then of 

the History Division of the Maryland-

National Capital Park and Planning 

Commission, Justice Duvall was òtruly a 

great man, a man of genuine charac-

ter.ó  At this 1980 installation of 

Gabriel Duvall into the Prince Georgeõs 

County Hall of Fame, Walton continued: 

òGabriel Duvallõs public career, which 

spanned more than 63 years and cov-

ered all levels of government, is indeed 

a true measure of his greatness.  It 

included service on the Governorõs 

Council of Maryland, a seat in the Mary-

land House of Delegates, a seat as well 

in the U.S. House of Representatives, 

election as a presidential elector in 

1796, when he defeated none other 

than Charles Carroll of Carrollton, and 

election again as a presidential  

elector in 1800.  It also included 

Gabriel Duvallõs appointment by then-

President Thomas Jefferson to the  

office of Comptroller of the United 

States Treasury. 

 

The culmination of Duvallõs great ca-

reer came in 1811 with his appoint-

ment by President James Madison to 

the United States Supreme Court.  This 

was the beginning of a long association 

and his friendship with Chief Justice 

John Marshall for Gabriel Duvall was to 

sit on the bench of the highest court in 

the land for the next 23 years, until his 

retirement at the age of 83. 

 

What makes Gabriel Duvall truly great 

and worthy of honor, however, is not so 

much the length and breadth of his 

public career, but rather the high princi-

ples and values for which he stood in 

the performance of his duties, and the 

respect which this earned for him in 

the hearts and minds of his contempo-

raries and the great men of his time.  A 

few quotations illustrate this, such as: 

 

Roger Brooke Taney, in recalling his 

debut as a lawyer, spoke of his respect 

for Gabriel Duvall:  ôI had no suspicion 

that Judge Duvall, for whom I had the 

highest respect, would think it worth 

his while to preside at the trialé.to our 

utter dismay in walked Recorder Du-

vall, with his grave face and dignified 

deportment, and took his seat on the 

bench.  I do not know whether my asso-

ciate or myself was the more fright-

ened.  We had both been accustomed 

to seeing him administer justice in the 

General Court, and listening to the first 

lawyers of the State, and we thought he 

would hardly, in his own mind, fail to 

contrast our efforts with theirs.  There 

was no drawing back, however, for the 

jury was empanelled, and the examina-

tion of witnesses about to begin.  I 

think he was our embarrassment, for 

his manner was kind and encourag-

ingé.õ 

 

In 1802 Thomas Jefferson, on the oc-

casion of asking Gabriel Duvall to take 

the position of Comptroller of the U.S. 

Treasury:  ôI shall be very happy if it 

shall appear acceptable to you, and 

shall think I have well performed my 

duty if I can get the office placed in the 

hands of one who enjoys and who has 

so much merited the public confidence. 

 

In 1806, the Maryland Governor and 

his Council appointed Duvall to three 

judicial posts despite his having moved 

to Washington, D.C. by this time:  Judge 

of Marylandõs First Circuit, Judge of the 

Maryland Court of Appeals and Chan-

cellor of the State of Maryland (the 

highest judicial post in the State).  With 

regret, Duvall declined all three and in 

a letter to his son, Edmund, he ex-

plained why:  ôThe anxiety of my friends 

for my return to Annapolis was great 

indeed; and if I could have had my 

choice, independently of circumstances 

which now exist, I would have preferred 

the other appointment(s) to my present 

arduous office.  But there is a consis-

tency of conduct which I cannot aban-

don.  I quit the Judiciary of Maryland to 

accept an appointment under the Gov-

ernment of the United States; and to 

quit the latter to return to the former 

would have too much the appearance 

of levity of character.õ 

 

Duvall went on in the letter, which was 

written on the occasion of his sonõs 

16 th birthday, to impress upon the 

young man a theme which was, and 

continued to be, dominant in his own 

lifeñthat of service to oneõs country.  

Justice Duvall wrote:  ôYou must now 

think seriously of completing your edu-

cation and of preparing yourself to be 

useful to your country.õ 

 

As tribute to this great American, the 

Maryland-National Capital Park and 

Planning Commission (M-NCPPC) initi-

ated the restoration of Justice Duvallõs 

home òMariettaó in 1982.  The adja-

cent brick law office, about 21 feet by 

17 feet, was probably built between 

1815 and 1825.  Judge Duvall used 

this office for his private clients (in the 

early 19th century it was not considered 

a conflict of interest or breech of ethics 

for Gabriel Duvall to practice as a law-

yer at the same time he sat on the Su-

preme Court or held any other public 

office). Described from memory by his 

(Continued on page 5) 
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